
Empower, reward women to rid society of its ills and raise growth rate, 
Narendra Modi tells delegates at FICCI Ladies Organisation AGM 

 

NEW DELHI, April 8, 2013. Mr. Narendra Modi, Chief Minister of Gujarat, has offered a 
prescription to rid society of its ills and push up the growth rate of the economy. 
“Women power needs to be recognized and harnessed by handing over CSR functions of 
a company to a woman family member of an entrepreneur and governance at the 
grassroots level upwards should be entrusted to women who have more compassion 
and the will to deliver with diligence and sincerity,” he said while addressing the 
29thAnnual Session of FICCI Ladies Organisation (FLO)in the capital today. 
 

Mr. Modi’s address, his first to a women’s organisation of an apex chamber outside 
Gujarat, struck a responsive chord in the FLO entrepreneurs when he declared, “If we 
have to create a modern India, we have to take pride in our women and their power. 
We have to empower them through demonstrable actions. Like in Gujarat, properties 
registered in the name of women should be free of stamp duty”. Such a step, he said, 
would empower them not just economically but ensure that the benefits of such 
empowerment spreads throughout the family and subsequently to the entire society. 
 

Citing the example of his visit to the representatives of an all-women village panchayat, 
he said, he was struck by their agenda. “These uneducated women had a single-point 
agenda during their five-year elected term and that was to ensure that nobody in their 
village remained poor,” Modi said as he paid tributes to the demonstration of women’s 
vision and determination, an agenda which if followed resolutely, could transform the 
nation. 
 

Mr. Modi, however, lamented that fact that in families and society in general, women 
are not part of the decision-making process. That has to change. “We have to tackle the 
gender issue in a scientific way,” he said and expressed his happiness that so many of 
our sisters and mothers are so pro-active on social agendas”. 
 

He urged FICCI to constitute an editorial board to compile and showcase the exemplary 
work done by women entrepreneurs, the likes of which can be found in Gujarat – the 
Amul cooperative, Jassu Behn's pizza, Lijjat Paapad and Indu behn’s Khakra. 
 

Answering a question of Gujarat’s development, Mr. Modi said, “We have just been able 
to fill the pot holes created by the previous Congress government in the State. We still 
have a lot to achieve. We have just created a level-playing field. And imagine that if this 
work impresses the people, what would happen in the next phase of this government’s 
action agenda, he said amid a resounding round of applause. 
 



Earlier, Ms. Naina Lal Kidwai, President of FICCI,in her special address, pointed out that 
Gujarat had emerged as a gateway to the globe from India and one to India from the 
globe. “India’s success must be measured by its success in mainstreaming women,” she 
said and added that “the demographic window enjoins us to focus on skill development 
and vocational training and creating employment opportunities. These will be the 
building blocks to growth”. 
 

At the conclusion of the FLO Annual session, Ms. Kavitha Varadaraj handedover the 
reins of the organization to Ms. Malvika Rai who will preside over FLO in 2013-14. 
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