
Naina Lal Kidwai-led FICCI business mission in Abu Dhabi 

for Arab-India Partnership Conference 

Focus on infrastructure, energy, food security, higher education,  

skill development,  SMEs and science and technology 

  

NEW DELHI, May 21, 2012: The ‘Arab-India Partnership Conference 2012: Development 
through Trade & Investment’, a flagship event of FICCI’s Arab Division begins on Tuesday (May 
22) tomorrow at Abu Dhabi, with a strong focus on drawing investments and forging closer 
trade and business ties with the Arab region. 

The 45-member FICCI delegation for this year’s conclave is being led by Naina Lal Kidwai, Senior 
Vice President of FICCI and features delegates and speakers of strong repute drawn from across 
sectors, disciplines and fields. The conference will also be addressed by E Ahmad, Minister of 
External Affairs, Government of India. Twenty two (22) Arab countries will participate in this 
mega event with Ministerial-level delegations and this year, the conclave expects a total 
delegate strength of more than 700.  

The two-day conclave on May 22-23 is expected to host delegations comprising top-ranking 
CEOs and executives from all the Arab countries. The conclave offers an opportunity for 
participants to articulate their views and opinions before a gathering in dedicated sessions 
encompassing topics as diverse as infrastructure, energy, food security, higher education, skill 
development, SMEs and science and technology. 

The event organized in association with the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India 
and Arab League from the Arab Region, takes place as a part of the Action Agenda under the 
MOU signed between MEA & Arab League in December, 2008. In this MOU, FICCI is identified 
both by MEA & Arab League as the only business association from India as co-organiser of this 
event. The event is being increasingly projected by the MEA as the main platform for tabling 
investable projects from India and Arab countries. The Arab League has decided to organize this 
programme in New Delhi again in 2014. 

The Arab-India Partnership Conference 2012 takes on a special import this year, coming as it 
does against a backdrop of global financial crisis. While Governments across the globe were 
prompt in responding to the crisis with the help of appropriate policies and stimulus measures, 
the need for global dependence and cooperation has never been so important. As a case in 
point, India and the Arab region holds immense scope for closer ties and cross-border 
partnerships. The key economic strengths and opportunities in India, despite the slowdown 
shores up optimism that this scope can be nurtured by further strategic engagement with the 
Arab World through trade and business. 



Geographically, exports are shifting away from the old OECD (EU and the US) zones and toward 
emerging markets in Asia and the Middle East. In the first half of 2011, when looking at 
individual countries the UAE contributed most to overall export growth, followed by Singapore, 
the US, Indonesia and China. While many Arab-based companies are capitalizing on the 
prospects of this growth revival through their presence in high potential sectors, the rich oil-
producing Arab nations are keen to make investments in India and the sovereign funds of these 
governments hold several trillions of dollars in investable surpluses which they want to invest 
either in China or in India. 

The conclave will also facilitate interaction with Arab CEOs, investors, senior representatives of 
Arab investment authorities/boards, representatives of Arab economic and business boards, 
sovereign funds, India specific business councils and other high officials and diplomats. This is 
expected to translate into enhanced intellectual and business gains for FICCI and participating 
companies and delegates. 
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